


Sheep scab - key facts

• Sheep scab, or psoroptic mange, is caused by infestation of the skin surface with the scab
mite, Psoroptes ovis

• The disease is characterised by yellow scabs on the skin surface and is accompanied by
restlessness, scratching, loss of wool, bleeding wounds and loss of condition 

• One of the most contagious endemic parasite diseases affecting sheep, causing annual loses
of >£8M to the UK sheep industry 

• Scab is common throughout the year; but majority of outbreaks occur between September
and March 

• Psoroptes mites can survive off-host for 16-19 days and sources of infestation include
anything the infested sheep has contacted, i.e. fence posts, trees, equipment and trailers

• Treatment options limited to organophosphate (OP) plunge dips and macrocyclic lactone
(ML) injectables

• Resistance to MLs has recently been reported in the UK 

• Diagnosis is crucial to ensure that the correct treatment is given at the right time 

• Other skin infections can appear similar to scab but may require different treatments 

• Diagnosis is classically performed by a skin scrape but sensitivity can be low and often fails
to detect sub-clinical disease 

• A diagnostic blood test for sheep scab, developed at Moredun, is available and can diagnose
the disease before clinical signs appear
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